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President’s Message
I can believe this year is almost over. It seems to have
gone by in a blur. It’s already time to renew your
GCTC membership. So far, about 85 people have
renewed their memberships for 2013. If you haven’t
renewed yet, please send in your renewals. Getting the
phone books out in a timely fashion is depending on
getting everyone’s renewals so we can publish an
accurate phone book.
Since it’s a new year, we’re looking for people to
volunteer to compile the phone book and take over
publicity.
Mary Lundin has been doing a wonderful job as the
publicity chair, but like many of us, she’s too busy with
other commitments to continue. If you’re interested,
please talk to Mary about what’s involved.
I’ve been compiling the phone book for the last three
years. I’d love it if someone was willing to take over
the phone book. It requires some skills with Word and
Excel, but it’s not very complicated. Let me know if
you’re interested, and I can give you more information.
Livewire is going to fund the porta potty at Lone Grave
next year. They’re a wonderful company, and I really
appreciate their support. The porta potty has been
removed from Empire Mine. We will try to get a
sponsor for the porta potty for next year, but unless we
do, it will not be returned.
If you haven’t returned your input for our 5 year plan,
please return it to me by Nov 9 so I can collate the
results before the meeting. So far, I only have input
from 6 members.
The November meeting is our Thanksgiving feast and
elections for the officers and board. See you there!

A number of GCTC Members enjoyed the Bear Yuba
Land Trust EquiTrek on Thursday, October 11 at the
North Star Mine in Grass Valley. Photo provided by
Rose Massara.

THANKSGIVING DINNER
Come and enjoy great food and visit with
fellow GCTC Members.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2012
AT 7:00 P.M.
GOLDEN EMPIRE GRANGE HALL

off LA BARR MEADOWS ROAD
Members will have the opportunity to
vote on candidates nominated for 2012
GCTC Board of Director Officers.
Please plan to attend and vote. Support
your candidates.

Helen Harvey, President
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2012 CALENDAR
13

11
*

NOVEMBER (Elections)
General Membership Meeting
(dinner, elections)
DECEMBER
Board Meeting*
December BOD Meeting will be held at the
Coldwell Banker Grass Roots Realty office at
855 Sutton Way, Grass Valley.

Howdy and Welcome to

Committee Chairs
Camp Cook & Coordinator:
Merrill Kagan-Weston
Email Notifications: Jaede Miloslavich
Forest Service Liaison: Willie Brusin
Historian: Sharon Silver
Hospitality: Lori Moniz-Waddell
Little Lasier Meadow: Worth & Mary Lundin,
Mary Johnson
Membership: Mary Johnson
Newsletter: Lynn Mangel
Phone Tree: Melissa Ribley
Poker Ride Fundraiser: Linda Lanzoni
Program Director: Melissa Ribley
Publicity: Open
Skillman: Robert & Melissa Ribley
Tool Storage and Maintenance: Willie Brusin
Trail Rides: open
Web Master: Ron Brown
United Trails Work Day: open
Gold Country Trails
Council Officers
President: Helen Harvey 265-6908
harmony@heartworks.bz
V.P.: Melissa Ribley 268-1378
mmribley@gmail.com
Secretary: Karen Schwartz 470-8790
karen-schwartz@prodigy.net
Treasurer: Kathy Southgate 478-9813
kathysouthgate@msn.com
Past President: Teri Personeni 273-9144
teri@terobmorgans.com
Board Member: Vicki Testa 273-1735
vickite@att.net
Board Member: John Connelly 530-432-7028
johncon5@att.net
Board Member: Jeff Foltz 916-625-1524
Jgf4oaks@yahoo.com

Cindy Argento
Susan Donnelly & Lea Zivic
Margaret & Stephen Eto
Maryann Jorgenson
Adrienne Moffett
Sally Parker
Theresa Smith
Joby and Lindsay Souza
Ann Steele
Bill & Kris Van Roo
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Advertising Space Available
2013 Newsletter & Phonebook
Advertisement
Place your business card size advertisement in the
GCTC Newsletter for just $25.00. Your ad will
appear in the six issues for 2013 and in the annual
GCTC Phone Book. If you would prefer, you can
place your ad in any one of the six issues for $5.00
per issue. (members only).

Professional
Livestock Fencing
Specializing in permanent
and portable electric fencing,
excellent for predator control,
as well as rotational and strip
grazing. Top management tools.

)JHIUFOTJMFMJWFTUPDLGFODFt#FIMFOHBUFTQBOFMTt1SBUUMFZ:BSET
"QPMMPHBUFPQFOFSTt1PXEFS3JWFSt5SV5FTU4DBMFTZTUFNT

Ca l l o r v i s i t to d ay — 8 0 0 - 2 7 2 - 9 0 4 5
o r w w w. l i vew i re p ro d u c t s. co m
1127 E Street, Marysville, CA

The Newsletter is distributed to all GCTC members,
affiliate members, and appears on GCTC Web site.
To place your add contact GCTC treasurer, Kathy
Southgate, kathysouthgate@msn.com, 478-9813
LONE GRAVE WORKDAY
THANK YOU to the following people for attending
and working hard for our Lone Grave workday on
Saturday, Sept 29.
Teri Personeni
Willie Brusin
Sue Brusin
Kurt Sorenso
Suzanne Vaccaro
Mary Abbott

Helen Harvey
Vicki Testa
Ginny Dix
Jeff Foltz
Merrill Kagan-Westen
Naomi Goddlin

The Harmony Trail brush clearing is done for the year.
Willie Brusi

MORE SPECIAL THANKS to those members who are unable
to get out for the workdays but want to contribute to the
support of the important work that the Gold Country Trail
Council does throughout the year. The Gold Country Trail
Council would like to recognize the following individuals for
their generous donations.
Patti Bell
Arlene McCallum
Dawn Diovera
Lynn Schugren
Susan Donnelly & Lea Zivic
Phyllis Shopbel
Joanna Hender & Jeanette Holzen
Carol Smith
Helen and Brent McDermott

Page

3

Trail Times

November/December 2012

In mid October I took two friends up to the Gold
Lake area for a day ride. The colors along the
North fork of the Yuba were beautiful, and the
Aspens were glorious along the Lakes Basin Rd.
We started riding at the Round Lake trailhead and
did a loop around Round Lake, Silver Lake, Long
Lake and the Bear Lakes. Round Lake and Long
Lake are absolutely stunning lakes.

!

Harmony In Motion
!

!

Helen Harvey
Feldenkrais Practitioner
Centered Riding Instructor
(530) 265-4086
cell (408) 858-7852
www.heartworks.bz/harmony!

Tevis, From the Back of My Horse
my new book,is now available
Visit SharmaGaponoff.com
and order your copy today!
I would recommend avoiding the trail on the far
side of Long Lake; it has a dangerous rock step, and
about 100' of boulders filled in with rocks that
could trap a leg. We made it with surface scratches,
but it was a little hairy. Some of the trail above
Round Lake has some rock steps, but a careful
horse should be fine.
If you keep going uphill from Round Lake you can
get on the Pacific Crest Trail, which is dirt trail with
lots of trees and lake views. This area will soon be
shut down for winter use, unless you have skis or
snowmobiles, but it is a wonderful summer and fall
destination.
There is a nice horse camp site at Packsaddle
campground. There are 4 corrals there, all together.
The district ranger, Heather Newell, is planning to
separate the corrals but it hasn't been done yet.
There is a lot of mining history in this area, and
some of the trails are on old roads used by the
miners. It would be a tough place to build roads or
mine, but people used to be tough!
Submitted by Heather Donesky

Check out the following websites:
www.goldcountrytrailscouncil.org
www.parkwatchreport.org
www.coolhorsetrails.com
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THANK YOU GCTC MEMBERS!
Many thanks to all of you who submitted articles,
pictures and suggestions for the GCTC Newsletter
this past year. Without your input there would
not be a newsletter. Keep the information and
ideas coming as we look forward to next year.
The deadline for articles/pictures for the
January/February 2013 Newsletter is Saturday,
December 29. Thanks again.
Lynn Mangel, Editor (quailhollowpv@me.com)

If you know of a GCTC member that
needs a little sunshine in their life,
contact GCTC’s Sunshine Person
Cheri Crain at 916-996-8854 with the
information and she will be happy to
send a cheery note or card to light up
their day.
BioThane Beta Tack
Custom Designed
to Fit
Sassy Kat Tack
Sharlene Kelley
11126 Faith Road
Yankee Hill, CA 95965
(530) 534-7657
www.sassykattack.com
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GCTC MEMBERS fOR 2013
Welcome new and returning members! Listed are the renewals that have been received for 2013. If your name is
not on the list, please send in your renewal today! If your name is not on the list and you have sent your
renewal, please contact Mary Johnson mjshasta@aol.com or 477-5801.
Allen Appell
Cindy Argento
Rhonda Ballinger
Patti Bell
Linda & Eric Bickel
Cathy Blake/Michael Brook
Patty Bridges-Riedl/Mark Riedl
Fran Brodel
Ray & Pam Bryars
Fran Cole
Cherri Crain
Rob & Cass Creger
Sandi & Michael Curry
Dawn Diovera
Don & Ginny Dix
Susan Donnelly & Lea Zivic
Patricia Douglass & Chris Negherbon
Jim & Ann Driver
Michael Duffy
Laura Duncan
Keith & Vickey Epperly
Margaret & Stephen Eto
Suzanne Ferroggiaro
Jeff Foltz
Linda Foreman & John Lyon
Joan Fowle
Jan Geller & Jack Prust
Katie Guilliat
Sharon Haennelt
Susan Hammontre
Helen Harvey
Diane Hastie/Tom Wilson
Joanna Hender/Jeanette Holzen
Mark & Lee Hicks
Ed & Penny Hile
Barbara Hobbs
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Pat Huntsinger
Mary Johnson
Colleen Jones
Maryann Jorgenson
Nikki Julian-Vasquez
Merrill Kagan-Weston & Brad Weston
Robin Karlstedt
Sharlene Kelley
Mike & Norma Kohlbaker
Linda Lanzoni
Mary Law
Gigi Lawton
Rafe Little, Alanna Lungren & Family
Worth & Mary Lundin
Gordon & Lynn Mangel
Irv & Rita Mazur
Arlene McCallum
Brent & Helen McDermott
Debbie & Cal McKitrick
Dee Meredith
Annette Miller
Jaede Miloslavich
Adrienne Moffett
Lori Moniz-Waddell
Megan Mooty
Tracy & Ken Morgan
Sally Parker
Jim & Marilee Patterson
Teri Personeni
Gail & Jim Plakos
Karyn Purmort
Elaine Rhodes
Janet & Michael Riley
Robert & Melissa Ribley
Ann Rubenstein/Jon Zerin
Anita Rushworth

Marilyn Russell
Richard & Beverly Sanders
Lynn Schugren
Karen Schwartz
Carol Scurria/Merv Kril
Karin & Ken Segal
Jim & Kathy Sherman
Phyllis Shopbell
Carol Smith
Theresa Smith
Ruth & Kurt Sorensen
Don Soto
Kathy Southgate
Ann Steele
Pamela Swartz
Lisa Swerdlow/Lucie Tetrault
Vicki Testa
Ed & Barbara Thomas
Warren & Deborah Thorsen
Veronica Tilden
Bill & Kathy Tovatt
Mariana & Doug Tweed
Bill & Kris Van Roo
Suzanne Vaccaro
Kevin Windrem
Karen & Harry Wyeth
Mia Young
Laura Zieman
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Five Year Plan
Here’s the list of suggestions for a new five year plan. I’d appreciate your input.
There are 14 projects on the list. Please prioritize the possible projects from 1
(most important) to 14 (least important) by putting a number in the priority field.
I’ve left a blank row at the bottom of the form if you want to input an additional
suggestion.
You can enter the data on line and email the survey to Helen Harvey at:
harmony@heartworks.bz. You can also mail the survey to: Gold Country Trail
Council, PO Box 753, Cedar Ridge, Ca. 96924. I’ll collate the responses for the
November meeting.
Project
priority
Trail Maintenance: Our agreement with the Forest Service is to maintain
trails we build. We’re on a 4 year maintenance schedule to cycle
through all the trails we are responsible for.
Cable Trail: This project has been in the planning stage for 3 years.
We’re waiting for a NEPA report from the Forest Service before we can
proceed
Skillman: Manure collection bunker
Skillman: Corrals at each campsite
Skillman bathrooms: We discussed new bathrooms for Skillman, but
they would cost $50,000 per bathroom, which doesn’t seem feasible
without a grant
Upper Burlington staging area improvement, Possibly adding gravel
Pack Saddle camp upgrade: Work with Forest Service
Create a trailhead on Bowman Road: This is on PG&E land. They want
a flush toilet, but would only give us a 5 year lease. If we can get an
easement, it would be feasible.
Little Lasier: Upgrade corrals and build additional corrals
Bowman Mtn trail relocation: It is mostly complete; the trail is re-routed
around meadow. Joe wants the trail re-routed around old dairy. Trail is
flagged and Joe needs to look at it
Loney Meadows campsite improvement: The Forest Service does have
a planned area
Loney Meadows: Grade and surface from Bowman Road to the old
cabin and up to the meadow used for camping
Rice Crossing trail involvement: Trail will go from from Bullards Bar to
South Yuba State Park (dependent on grant applied for by Bear/Yuba)
PG&E land near Bowman Lake Rd: additional trails will be developed
(Bear/Yuba acquisition due to required PG&E divestiture)

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL REMINDER
It is time to renew your GCTC membership. Renewal forms can be found on the GCTC website
www.goldcountrytrailscouncil.org or you can contact May Johnson at 477-8501 mjshasta@aol.com.
Renewal forms will also be available at the November 13, General Membership meeting.
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Gold Country Trails Council
Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting
October 9, 2012
Town and Country Realty
226 Mill Street
Grass Valley, Ca 95945

The executive board meeting was called to order by President Helen Harvey at 7:04.
Members present included:
President: Helen Harvey
Vice President: Melissa Ribley
Secretary: Karen Schwartz
Treasurer: Kathy Southgate
Forest Service Liaison: Willie Brusin
Board Members: John Connelly, Jeff Foltz, Vicki Testa
Members: Mary Johnson (Membership Chair)
Absent:
Teri Personeni (Past President)
Helen requested approval of the September minutes. No changes were offered, and the minutes were approved.
Treasurer Kathy Southgate reported that the bank balance as of 9/30/12 was $14, 448.66. 23 membership renewals have
been received. Dues will increase to $25.00 in the future and this will increase income by about $600. She reviewed the
status of the Pioneer Trail re-routing between Skillman and the Overlook: GCTC received $1500 from AERC and paid $3060
to the US Forest Service for preparation of the PEDA report. The actual labor and construction cost is expected to be an
additional $1000. The net cost for the project is expected to be about $2500, with final costs yet to be determined.
Completion of the project is now in the hands of the Forest Service.
Old Business:
Forest Service Liaison Willie Brusin reviewed his report, including the following items:
Harmony Trail: This trail has been cleared and should be good for the next two years,
Lang’s Crossing: The fallen tree has been removed, but logs have been ramped on the trail between Lang’s Crossing and
Penstock.
Pioneer Trail: No response has been received from Joe Chavez of the US Forest Service regarding the NEPA report,
Skillman Area: No response as yet to request that Carlos meet regarding placement of tables and fire rings. The campground
is now closed, the water lines are turned off, and the troughs will be picked up.
Other: Trail signs have been replaced by Sue and Willie at various points along the Harmony Trail and a sign has been placed
on the Hallelujah Trail to warn cyclists that there are horses on the trail. Joe Chavez has agreed to meet with GCTC and
BONC to review maintenance issues.
Helen reported that Teri Personeni asked to have the Empire Mine porta-potty removed as of 10/1/12 but the potty is still
there. She announced that Live Wire Fencing Company of Marysville will fund the potty at Lone Grave.
Helen asked about the t-shirt order. We now have only a few orange t-shirts. After discussion, it was agreed that 100 t-shirts
be ordered, half short-sleeved, half long-sleeved in shades of medium green, gray, and orange. A few size small will be
ordered with the rest to be sizes medium, large and extra large and to be delivered before the general meeting on November
13th. Willie suggested that a t-shirt be raffled off at that meeting to encourage members’ interest in buying the t-shirts.
Helen announced that Laura Duncan has agreed to chair the Nominating Committee for the board election to be held at the
November general meeting. Helen will supply Laura with a summary of our members’ interests as noted on their membership
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applications. Laura will send an email to the membership indicating that nominations for the board are open. Board
Member John Connelly announced that he will not be able to continue to serve on the board.
Helen announced that she will revise the 5-Year Plan Survey. Willie suggested that it include a statement that “we are on a
4-year maintenance plan, rotating through 1/4 of the trails each year. If we build a trail, we must maintain it.” Willie also
suggested asking members to rank 5-Year projects from 1 to 15 in terms of priority. He also suggested that members try
parking rigs in the snowmobile parking area off Bowman Road on the old Highway 20 pavement.
Helen asked if board members are interested in consulting with our insurance agent regarding questions, e.g., are nonmembers protected if participating in GCTC events. She agreed to arrange a telephone interview for the December
executive board meeting.
New Business:
Helen reported that she is updating the membership telephone directory and needs someone else to take over this task.
She will check the membership applications to locate members with computer skills.
Helen reviewed the cost of newsletter ads with the board and it was agreed that the price should remain at $25.
Helen asked board members’ advice regarding the number of turkeys to be provided for the Thanksgiving Feast at the
November membership meeting. It was agreed that three turkeys should be provided.
Membership Chair Mary Johnson reported that she has had inquiries regarding Life Memberships. The question of how
much to charge was discussed. Board Member Vicki Testa volunteered to contact other groups to find out what they charge.
The use of the phone tree versus email notifications was discussed. Willie noted that the phone tree has proved to be
essential in determining how many workers will actually show up for trail work days. It was agreed that members should
continue to be called one week before trail work days. Mary suggested that members without email continue to be
contacted by telephone, but out-of-town members should not be called.
Sue Brusin said some members have questioned why trail rides are always held on Saturdays instead of some Sundays. It
was agreed that the Trail Boss will decide whether the ride is held on a Saturday or a Sunday.
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:58PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Karen Schwartz, Secretary
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