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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

Dear GCTC membership and friends, 

To say the last 13 months of COVID pandemic 
have been challenging, to our lives and this 
club, is a gross understatement.  We have, 
through the hard work of GCTC members who 
have adapted and adjusted to the situation, 
continued on with our mission to maintain and 
promote the non-motorized, multi-use trails in 
the Tahoe National Forest.  This ability to adapt 
to achieve the mission shows the dedication 
these members have to GCTC.  We all owe 
them our thanks for their hard work. 

As the pandemic recedes, we begin to emerge 
from the restrictions and are returning to 
"normalcy".  Our first general, large group 
workday on April 17 had about 30 GCTC 
members (some old, some new) show up at the 
Lone Grave equestrian staging area.  An 
amazing amount of trail maintenance was 
accomplished (See GCTC's Forest Service 
liaison Mary Johnson's article). A lot of fun was 
had, and a delicious BBQ chicken lunch was 
served by Barry Vacarro and Debbie Molloy.  
We even celebrated GCTC member Willie 
Brusin's 81st birthday after lunch.  Thank you 
to all those who attended and worked so hard. 

That brings me to the next item - General 
Meetings.  The Board held a general meeting 
for the first time in over a year on Tuesday, 
May 11.  As some restrictions are still in effect, 
we provided appropriate social distancing.  We 
look forward to seeing more of you at future 
General Meetings. 

Additionally, I want to discuss our annual 
GCTC Poker Ride.  Initially the Board voted in 
a special session to move forward with a 
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streamlined Poker Ride.  That changed, however, GCTC 
board received updated information that caused us to 
vote to cancel the Poker Ride for this year. Because we are 
still in the restrictive red tier, Nevada County is still only 
allowing 50 people at outdoor gatherings. Because of this, 
the USFS will not issue us a permit for an event with 
more than 50 people. They will only permit for future 
events, based on current restrictions. 

We are not alone in this frustration.  The Nevada County 
Woods Riders were scheduled to have an event similar in 
size and scope at Skillman the weekend of May 22nd.  
The USFS declined to issue them a permit based on the 
COVID restrictions now in effect. The Woods Riders have 
decided to cancel their event. The GCTC Annual Poker 
Ride has always been our premier event, and we do 
not want to damage the ride's reputation by having a last-
minute event that would not meet GCTC's high 
standards. 

Finally, now that restrictions are loosening, I want to 
encourage everyone to get out there on the trails, whether 
it is in the Tahoe National Forest, Spenceville Wildlife 
Area, Hidden Falls Park, or any of the numerous trails we 
are blessed with in our area.  I also want to encourage you 
to get out to join in and volunteer at GCTC events and 
workdays.  Volunteers are what make GCTC a great 
organization.  
       ~ Bernie Molloy, President 
           530-802-4089 
           imarangemaster@gmail.com 
  

Official Publication of the Gold Country Trails Council 
GCTC is an organization committed to develop, maintain and advocate for safe integrated 

trails for equestrians and other non-motorized users.
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Minutes of the GCTC Board Meetings and the 
current 2021 GCTC Events Calendar can be accessed 

on the GCTC Website 
www.GoldCountryTrailsCouncil.org

http://www.goldcountrytrailscouncil.org 
     Leaders 

Camp Cook: Debbie Molloy 
Communications, Web Site and Social Media: 
Jaede Miloslavich  jaede@sbbmail.com 
Forest Service Liaison: Mary 
Johnson mjshasta@aol.com 
GCTC Apparel Manager:  OPEN 
Historian: OPEN 
Membership: Cathy Chase (530) 205-0900 
chasechc@gmail.com 
Newsletter Editor: Pamela Warmack  
(510) 697-6625 cows2horses@gmail.com  
Parades: Linda Lanzoni  
Poker Ride Fundraiser:  OPEN 
Program Director: Helen Crawford  
Publicity: Teresa Dietrich 
Refreshment Manager: Phyllis Fanning 
Skillman Water Manager: Barry Vaccaro 
Skillman Campground: Elicia Kamberg 
Sunshine: Andrea Duncan 
sendmailtoandi@gmail.com (510) 295-7600 
Tool Cache Manager: Suzanne & Barry Vaccaro 
Trail Rides: Jamie Canon 

          Gold Country Trails 
             Council Officers 

President: Bernie Molloy 530-802-4089 
imarangemaster@gmail.com  
V.P.: Jamie Canon 530-265-8326 
tra.jamiej@sbcglobal.net 
Secretary: Andi Duncan ((510) 295-7600 
sendmailtoandi@gmail.com   
Treasurer: Cathy Scott 530-305-1982   
ccharlie@suddenlink.net 
Past President: Helen Harvey 530-265-4086 
helentharvey@icloud.com 
Board Member:  Helen McDermott 530-478-0545 
sugarpine1996@sbcglobal.net 
Board Member: Greg Sherrs 
sherrs@infostations.com 
Board Member: Karen Hayden 530-575-5808 
karenhayden@att.net 

…to be up-to-date on the latest 
GCTC happenings!

Be sure to check your email…

Denise Anderson 
Carolyn Battaini 
Laura Beeman 

Claudia Bolton & Mike Garman 
Jeryn Byrne 

Jennifer Cordtz 
Melinda & Josh Guice 

Shelly Ingram 
Robert Lazor 
Mary Mason 

Erin Smith & Mark Ball 
James Tapia 

Lori Vallieres

Howdy and Welcome to 
our newest members!!

http://www.goldcountrytrailscouncil.org/
http://www.GoldCountryTrailsCouncil.org
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mailto:tra.jamiej@sbcglobal.net%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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MAY
11 Tue.  General Meeting 7pm
Golden Empire Grange, Grass Valley
Tentative, COVID restrictions permitting
19 Wed. Skillman Horse Camp Workday
COVID Protocols will be observed
22 Sat.  Overlook Day Ride
COVID Protocols will be observed
26 Wed. Skillman Horse Camp Workday (rain date)

JUNE
4-6 Members Only Weekend at Skillman 
5 Sat. GCTC Poker Ride
CANCELLED due to COVID-19
  5 Sat. BYLT Celebration of Trails
  8 Tue. Board Meeting 7 pm
11-13 Horse Expo (non-GCTC event)
11 Sat. GCTC Guided Ride Skillman Horse Camp
Tentative, COVID restrictions permitting
17-20  Wild Wild West endurance ride 

(non-GCTC event)
25-27 Little Lasier Meadow Camp/Work/Ride 
26 Sat. Little Lasier Meadow Trail Work Day

PLEASE NOTE: Dates & times may change. Changes and an updated calendar is always available 
on the website: www.GoldCountryTrailsCouncil.org

Click on the "Calendar and Events" tab.  Also check your email for the latest updates.

MAY
JUNE 
2021 

Welcome to our newest member 
advertiser!

• Blacksmith Creations

http://www.goldcountrytrailscouncil.org/
http://www.GoldCountryTrailsCouncil.org
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Place your business card size advertisement in the GCTC publications for just $5 per issue, or $25 for the 
entire calendar year (6 issues). The Newsletter is distributed to all GCTC members, affiliate members, and 

appears on the GCTC website. To place your ad, contact GCTC Newsletter Editor: Pamela Warmack @  
cows2horses@gmail.com 

Members are Invited to Advertise their Business in the GCTC Newsletter & Phonebook

Serving seniors’ health insurance needs since 2011

• • Teri Personeni 
•  Everyone who uses Amazon Smile

to benefit GCTC

Thank You  
to the following 

for their generous donations!  

mailto:cows2horses@gmail.com
http://www.GoldCountryTrailsCouncil.org
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WHAT HAPPENS ON GCTC WORKDAYS? 

With life returning to something resembling “normal” GCTC workdays have returned to our calendar.  
Many new members may be wondering what is expected on our workdays.  Wonder no more!   

GCTC has been working on many of the trails in the Hwy. 20 corridor since 1981. These are the trails we 
enjoy so much for riding and hiking. These beautiful trails need our assistance from time-to-time due to 
harsh winters, overgrown brush, or re-routing for various reasons. 

Sometimes we need power saws, stump grinders or other power tools. These are handled by members 
certified in their operation.  Most of the work is done with hand trimming tools, loppers, and rakes. 
GCTC already has many of the tools we need, however sometimes members are asked to bring their own 
tools, if available. The work is not labor intensive by any means.  We each work at our own pace and take 
breaks as needed.  Then we enjoy a deliciously prepared lunch together!   

Typical Workday Schedule: 

8:30 am            Arrive at the staging area for sign in, donuts, and an explanation of the work to be done 
9:00 to noon    Take a short walk to the work site or carpool if farther away 
Noon               Return to the staging area for a fabulous lunch prepared by Debbie Molloy and her crew 

We typically have 30 or more members at each workday.  It’s a great time to socialize while creating and 
maintaining our beautiful trails. 

Please join us!  If you have any questions, please contact Mary Johnson, Trail Workday Coordinator, by 
email mjshasta@aol.com or text or leave a message 530-353-0082

WHAT 
HAPPENS?

FUN
HAPPENS!

http://www.GoldCountryTrailsCouncil.org
mailto:mjshasta@aol.com
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GETTING SKILLMAN HORSE CAMP READY  
FOR CAMPING SEASON! 

GCTC Workday

WHEN: Wednesday, May 19, 2021 
Sign in:  8:30 AM  
Work begins:  9:00 AM 
Work ends:  noon with lunch provided by GCTC  
 
WHAT: The primary work will be cleaning up the horse 
camp for the upcoming camping season.  
 
WHERE: Skillman Campground Approximately 15 miles 
from Nevada City on Hwy 20. One mile past the Vista 
Point. Turn off is on the right. Follow the short road to 
Skillman campground and park in camp site #2.  
 
LUNCH: Lunch will be served at approximately 12:00 with 
care (and with COVID safety protocol). A delicious/
nutritious lunch will be served by our smiling, masked and 
gloved lunch crew, headed up by Debbie Molloy.  No charge for GCTC member trail workers! 
RSVP REQUIRED FOR LUNCH:  RSVP to Debbie Molloy a241mom@gmail.com or text 530-802-4088.  
If you require a vegetarian lunch, please let Debbie know that when you RSVP. 
 
WHAT TO BRING: Bring rakes (garden & leaf), tubs or wheelbarrows, loppers, hand saws, pruners, pole 
pruners, etc. Please bring a chair. Bring WATER and snacks. GCTC will have some loppers available to 
use.   
 
WHAT TO WEAR FOR SAFETY: Long pants, long sleeve shirts, close-toed shoes, GLOVES.  
 
COVID PROTOCOLS: Although we are outdoors, please respect your fellow workers by keeping a 
distance and having a mask to wear.    
 
QUESTIONS? For questions about the workday contact Mary Johnson, Trail Workday Coordinator, by 
email mjshasta@aol.com or text or leave a message 530-353-0082. 

mailto:a241mom@gmail.com
mailto:mjshasta@aol.com
http://www.GoldCountryTrailsCouncil.org
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WHAT:  GCTC Day Ride out of the "Overlook" Equestrian (near Skillman Horse Camp) 
We will be in the saddle for approximately 3 hours and stop at least a 1/2 hour for 
lunch at Skillman.  
 
TIME:  Be in the saddle and ready to ride out at 10:00 am. 

WHEN:  May 22, 2021 - RSVP Please! 
 
WHERE:  Washington Overlook equestrian staging area off of HWY 20. Jamie 
can provide you directions when you RSVP. 
 
PACK:  Bring a lunch, something to drink, a halter and lead rope to tie your horse 
to a tree at lunch.  

 
RSVP:  Please, PLEASE, everyone, 
RSVP so we can better plan. 
 
DETAILS:  Suzanne Vaccaro is our Trail Boss for our club 
ride on May 22nd. We will saddle up, and mosey through the 
woods onto the Hallelujah trail. Climb the switchbacks up 
Hallelujah, (aptly named as that is what you say when you 
make it to the top), then onto the Dogwood trail. The 
Dogwood trail should still have lots of Dogwoods in bloom. 
We will loop around and drop down into Skillman Horse Camp 
for lunch at picnic tables there. Then back to the Overlook 
staging area along the Pioneer Trail. 

 
RSVP to TRAIL COORDINATOR:  Jamie Canon tra.jamiej@sbcglobal.net or 530 265-8326. 
 
P.S. QUICK RULES:  
-Horses that kick - tie a red ribbon in their tail, keep your distance and stay in the back. 
-Keep a minimum of one-horse length behind and beside others. 
-Please don't leave the ride without telling the Trail Boss!

GCTC DAY RIDE in the MERRY, MERRY MONTH OF MAY! 
Saturday, May 22nd 

http://www.GoldCountryTrailsCouncil.org
mailto:tra.jamiej@sbcglobal.net%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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GCTC MEMBERS ONLY WEEKEND AT SKILLMAN 

June 4 - 6, 2021 
Since we had to cancel our public Poker Ride due to Covid restric8ons - 
we didn't want to forfeit the weekend at Skillman!  So, we created a 
members only weekend with a variety of experiences to choose from: 
horse camping, a docent-guided ride, and self-guided day rides on 
marked trails. There are many members, especially new ones, who are 
not yet familiar with Skillman area trails. Others have never horse 
camped and can take this opportunity to camp close to home. 

CAMPING:  Campsites are available by reserva8on, on a first-come, first-serve basis, with the minimum stay of 
three nights (Fri., Sat., Sun.). The person who reserves the campsite will be that site's manager and decide how 
many and who will be camping there, and all par8es must fit within that campsite. At this 8me, you will be 
responsible for your own meals and potable water - we may bring in a BBQ dinner. There is water for your 
horses, untreated spring water at the faucets, and vault toilets.  There are no showers and no cell service in 
camp. The eleva8on is 4,400 O. Bring light blankets and mosquito spray for your horses—and yourself as well. 

TO RESERVE YOUR CAMPSITE:  Campsite reserva8ons opened to all GCTC members on Thursday, May 6.  As of 
this publica8on date, there is one site with a corral to share and several sites without corrals for those who have 
their own horse containment system.  To reserve your campsite, email Jaede at jaede@sbbmail.com with the 
following: 1) Name of the campsite manager 2) Email of campsite manager 3) Phone number of campsite 
manager 4) Emergency contact number for campsite manager 5) Choice of top three campsites numbers you 
want.  (NOTE: campsite #2 is not available, as it will be used for our day riders’ parking.) You will get one of those 
campsites, or an email reply indica8ng they are all taken, and asking for your second choices.  To determine the 
campsites you prefer, go to hap://www.goldcountrytrailscouncil.org/trail-maps--horse-camps.html to see the 
layout of the Skillman Horse Camp. 

AOer you receive your reserva8on confirma8on email from Jaede, you have 30 minutes to make a Dona8on to 
confirm your reserva8on or it will go to the next person.  For three nights the dona8on is $45 (double site #4 is 
$90) to GCTC. ONLY ONLINE DONATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED. Proceed to  www.goldcountrytrailscouncil.org/
dona8ons.html  to make your dona8on: 

GOLDEN TICKET:  There will be a special event on Saturday! 

AVENZA TRAIL MAP TRAINING:  If anyone would like to know more about how GPS works on your phone to get 
our trail maps, Cathy Scoa will be offering an Avenza phone applica8on training! 

CAMPERS AND MARKED TRAILS:  GCTC volunteers will have marked several trails so any GCTC member camper 
can confidently ride out of Skillman at any 8me. We can email maps on request. 

DAY RIDES ON MARKED TRAILS:  Any GCTC member can day ride out of Skillman on the marked trails any of the 
three days (Fri., Sat., and/or Sun.) we have the camp reserved. We can email trail maps on request.  Day rig 
parking will be in the large area at Campsite #2. If that area is full, rigs can also park at the Chalk Bluff Staging 
area, approx. 2 miles away.  

SATURDAY GUIDED RIDE: On Saturday, June 5th, we will provide a guided ride led by GCTC volunteers, Jamie 
Canon and Suzanne Vacarro. There is no limit to how many can go, but you must be a current member of GCTC 
with a signed liability release on file. Mee8ng area will be at Campsite #2 with you in the saddle and ready to 
ride at 10:00 AM. 

http://www.GoldCountryTrailsCouncil.org
mailto:jaede@sbbmail.com
http://www.goldcountrytrailscouncil.org/trail-maps--horse-camps.html
http://www.goldcountrytrailscouncil.org/donations.html
http://www.goldcountrytrailscouncil.org/donations.html
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…TO CHOOSE YOUR OWN ADVENTURE!  Save the dates for their 7th annual CELEBRATION 
OF TRAILS event! On Friday, June 4th join BYLT for a kickoff at Robinson Plaza from 4-8pm. 
Then, on Saturday, June 5th, Choose Your Own Adventure.  To find a full list of adventures, go to 
https://www.bylt.org/events/event/7th-annual-celebration-of-trails/.

The following two adventures are lead by GCTC members.  All donations go towards the BYLT to 
assist with their mission to protect and defend the working and natural lands in the Bear and Yuba 
River watersheds and empower a healthy, resilient community through nature access and 
education.

Lone Grave Equestrian Ride with Gold Country Trails Council
RIDE LEADER: Bernard Molloy

WHEN: Saturday June 5, 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM
DONATION:  $35 to benefit BYLT

Join Bernie for an easy ride along the Lone Grave Area Trails in the scenic forests of Harmony 
Ridge (~2 Hours).  IMPORTANT NOTE: Must provide your own horse for this adventure.

REGISTER HERE:  https://www.bylt.org/events/event/7th-annual-celebration-of-trails/

Black Swan & Blue Point Equestrian Ride with BYLT
RIDE LEADER: Fran Cole

WHEN: Saturday June 5, 8:30 AM to 12:00 PM (Depending on Ride option)
DONATION:  $60 to benefit BYLT

Join Fran for an option of two rides for equestrians along Black Swan Trail and Blue Point (~1 Hour 
/ 2+ Hours).  Meandering through oak woodlands, Black Swan Trail and Blue Point offer scenic 
vistas for any rider. There will be TWO OPTIONS FOR THIS RIDE, one an easier hour ride on the 
Black Swan Loop Trail (Beginner Friendly) and the other 2 hours+ down through Blue Point and 
back up (Intermediate to Advanced).  IMPORTANT NOTE: Must provide your own horse for this 
ride. Rocky terrain on the route; shoes or hoof boots on horses needed. The rides are both hilly, but 
not terribly steep.

REGISTER HERE:  https://www.bylt.org/events/event/7th-annual-celebration-of-trails/

BEAR YUBA LAND TRUST (BYLT) CELEBRATION OF TRAILS INVITES YOU…

https://www.bylt.org/events/event/7th-annual-celebration-of-trails/
https://www.bylt.org/events/event/7th-annual-celebration-of-trails/
https://www.bylt.org/events/event/7th-annual-celebration-of-trails/
http://www.GoldCountryTrailsCouncil.org
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The GCTC event at Little 
Lasier Meadow has been 
approved by the 

Sierraville District ranger 
of the Tahoe National Forest (TNF). Little Lasier 
Meadow is located near Jackson Meadow 
Reservoir, which is approximately 100 miles from 
the Grass Valley area.  The horse camp was 
created in the early 1980's by GCTC members and 
the Tahoe National Forest. 

The Forest Service reserves the camp for us in 
exchange for the work we do, and there is no cost 
for GCTC members to camp Friday and Saturday 
(June 25, 26) nights. Several members do start 
their campout earlier in the week. Those extra 
days are at your own cost. 

WORKDAY Saturday, June 26th:   Typical work 
includes cleaning campfire rings, raking debris, 
pruning branches, cleaning and leveling tables, 
trail brushing and some trail bed work. Please 
wear appropriate clothing (long pants, long sleeve 
shirt, sturdy boots, gloves, and hat) and bring trail 
trimming tools (loppers, hand saw, etc.) GCTC 
will provide large loppers and trail tools. Bringing 
rakes and shovels can also be helpful. 

CAMPING: The campground accommodates 
tents, pick-up campers, LQ trailers, as well as 
small RV's. There are no hook-ups. There are 10 
campsites, many accommodate 2 rigs. Campsites 
will be shared. Participation in this event is 
limited. There are now 14 horse pens dispersed 
through the camp, which fill up quickly, so it is 
best to have optional ways to "house" your horse 
(high line, portable corrals, electric corrals, tie to 
trailer, etc.) Water for horses is available from a 
central well with a hand pump. You will need a 
way to carry water to your horse pen. In order to 
achieve best use of the camp sites, they will be 
assigned according to the size of rig and other 
factors.   

There are two vault toilets, but no showers. The 
available water is from a hand pump (well) and it 
is not labeled as potable.  

RIDING:  The trails in the area are a mixture of 
logging roads, gravel roads, single track trails, and 
the Pacific Crest Trail. Footing is a mix of soft dirt 
and rocks. Some trails are quite rocky in places. A 
couple of the trails involve crossing a creek.  

RSVP REQUIRED! 
Please contact Mary Johnson if you would like to 
be part of this event or with any questions.       
 mjshasta@aol.com, 530-477-8501 (voice message),  
530-353-0082 (text). 
Mary needs to know these things in order to 
coordinate the event: 
• When you plan to arrive and leave. 
• Your contact number(s) and email. 
• How you camp: tent, camper on your truck, 
sleep in your trailer. 
• Size of your rig. truck & trailer (pull or 
gooseneck, LQ, length or how many horses does it 
hold). 
• How many people and horses you are bringing. 
• How do you accommodate your horse: high 
line, solid portable corral, electric fence corral, tie 
to trailer, need a camp corral.  It is best to have a 
back-up plan as there are not enough camp corrals 
for everyone. 

Directions to Little Lasier Horse camp are on the 
following page. 

LITTLE LAISER MEADOW WORK / CAMP / RIDE 
 JUNE 25-27, 2021 

The workday is Saturday June 26 from 9:00 to noon 

http://www.GoldCountryTrailsCouncil.org
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If you’ve gotten into the habit of using Amazon to purchase essentials—and not so essentials, did you 
know you can also benefit GCTC?  Purchases made through Amazon Smile donate 0.5% of eligible purchases to 
your favorite charitable organization—GCTC— with no fees, no extra cost! 
 
If you haven't set up your Amazon Smile account yet, it's super easy, go to: https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/
homepage?orig=%2F.  You only have to sign up once and all the donations come to GCTC. Your receipt will say, 
"Because you placed this order at smile.amazon.com, Amazon will make a donation to Gold Country Trails 
Council." 
 
If ALL our members set up their Amazon Smile account, GCTC would receive THOUSANDS of dollars every year! 
 

ARE YOU HELPING AMAZON 
“SMILE” on GCTC?  

DIRECTIONS to LITTLE LASIER HORSE CAMP:  I-80 east (towards Reno) At Truckee take the Hwy. 89 exit 
towards Sierraville (exit 188B) then left at the stoplight. Travel approximately 15 miles to the (left) turn to Jackson 
Meadows Res. The sign on the right reads: Independence Lake, Weber Lake, Jackson Meadows Res. 

This left turn is at the crest of an incline and can come up suddenly. Within a mile of the turn, you will cross a 
bridge and see a sign for Kyburz Flat wildlife viewing on the right. The highway continues to climb, curves left 
then right with a 40-mph sign. At the crest of the hill is the left turn lane for Jackson Meadows Reservoir.  After 
the turn, in a short distance on the right, is a big parking lot and restroom.  From there it is about 14 scenic miles 
to the East Meadow turn (left). There are several mileage signs as you travel along, giving the distance to Jackson 
Meadows.    

Turn left at the East Meadow sign (also a Horse Camp sign). After a short distance the road crosses a metal 
bridge. Just after the bridge turn left on the gravel road (Pass Creek Loop Rd). Continue 1.5 miles to the cattle 
guard and Little Lasier Meadow Horse Camp. There are two entrances into camp. Left after crossing the cattle 
guard or stay right, continue past the rest room on the main road and then left into camp.

For only $65 a year, you will have no out-of-pocket expenses for air 
medical transport provided by one of AMCN's 320 bases in 38 US states, 
including local providers CALSTAR & REACH.  Protect your family & 
finances, puchase a membership today.  Even with medical insurance, 
Medicare or VA benefits you may have have out of pocket expenses. 
Membership covers entire ho sehold for a year from enrollment.  AMCN 
now manages Care Flight's membership program as well.  Call for details.

Sonja Conklin, Membership Manager, 530-648-6455 
www.AMCNRep.com/Sonja-Conklin 

n er Discount Code 11109-CA-BUS  Track Code 13818

http://www.GoldCountryTrailsCouncil.org
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F
http://smile.amazon.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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!

Harmony In Motion 
!
 
 

 
Helen Harvey 

Feldenkrais Practitioner 
Centered Riding Instructor 

(530) 265-4086        cell (408) 858-7852 
www.heartworks.bz/harmony!

MARCH SPENCEVILLE WILDLIFE RIDE 

We had our first lovely trail ride on March 13th. The weather was just perfect for our spring ride which 
was very successful. We rode about 9 miles and flowers were just starting to bloom. We had 11 riders, 
and one member and her guest met us for lunch at Horseshoe Pond. We also rode over to look at several 
grinding holes in some large flattop rocks. Everyone enjoy the day out riding, each other’s company, 
and the scenery. 

The riders were: Amy Umpleby, Karlie & Vern Dunham, Pamela Warmack, Mary Johnson, Tom Fletcher, 
Gigi Lawton, Nikki Vasquez, Anita Myers, Jill Tucker & guest, Suzanne Vaccaro and Jamie Canon. 

            ~ by Suzanne Vaccaro 

http://www.GoldCountryTrailsCouncil.org
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The Park Watch Report GCTC members have used in the past is no longer available, so GCTC members Helen Harvey and 
Jaede Miloslavich created a replacement.  It’s the easy-to-use, one-page GCTC TRAIL INCIDENT REPORT!  
 

It is important we provide real-8me informa8on to Tahoe Na8onal Forest. The GCTC Board encourages every one of us, 
whether hiking or riding, to use this report. PLEASE NOTE: This Report page is to be used by GCTC MEMBERS ONLY.  
Please don't share it with others or we will be awash in spam. 
 

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT:  Because, if the Forest Service doesn’t see any reports, they don't think there are any problems. 
 

WHAT TO REPORT ON OUR INCIDENT REPORT: 
 1. E-bikes on non-motorized trails. 
 2. Both ear buds rendering the trail user deaf to danger or others. 
 3. Trail maintenance issues or condi8ons: washed out trails, trees down, slides, etc. 
 4. Trail conflict issues: do not confront! Document what you can (biking or horseback riding 
recklessly endangering other    trail users, dogs off leash menacing other trail users, etc.) 
 5. Suspected illegal ac8vity: do not confront or go near! (unauthorized fires, pot grows, 
illegal camping, motorized users on non-motorized trails, garbage/dumping, etc.) 
 6. SPECIAL illegal ac8vity: it's cri8cal that we report motorized e-bikes on non-motorized 
trails. Get a photo, if possible. Tahoe Na8onal Forest is ground zero for this ac8vity and 
how the administra8on responds will impact all na8onal forests. 
 7. Accident/Injury: be sure you get names of everyone involved, who you contacted for 
them, and where each one went and how transported, such as ambulance. Include 
injured animals. 
 6. And, of course, kudos for good work and kindness: People doing good things, 
excellent trail maintenance, kindness, etc.! 
 

TIPS FOR A GOOD REPORT: 
 1. Know where you are so you can put the area in the Report: GPS loca8on. Nothing 
beaer than GPS for a perfect loca8on. Be sure to use Decimal Degrees for GPS loca8on 
on the webpage report. Example: 39.38505, -120.52634 
 2. Take photos: upload your photos...it's easy! You can upload several. 
 3. Get names, if needed. 
 

TEST IT NOW!  Familiarize yourself with the page now, so you can easily use it to report any issues, so we can see posi8ve 
changes in our forest.  You can find it at: hap://www.goldcountrytrailscouncil.org/incident-report.html 
 

Or go to our main GCTC page www.GoldCountryTrailsCouncil.org, find “Incident Report” under the “IN THE NEWS” tab in 
the menu bar across the top of the page. To test the Report, go ahead and type in, “TEST,” in the first name field, fill out 
the form and submit it. 
 

START USING IT on your very next  
ride or hike! 
 

If you have any ques8ons, please  
call or email Jaede or Helen

GCTC TRAIL INCIDENT REPORT  •  Start Using It Today!GCTC TRAIL INCIDENT REPORT  •  Start Using It Today!

http://www.GoldCountryTrailsCouncil.org
http://www.goldcountrytrailscouncil.org/incident-report.html
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On Saturday, April 10th, 10 GCTC members joined our April Lone Grave ride. 
Suzanne Vaccaro was our Trail Boss, and Nikki Julian-Vasquez, Catherine 
Pegeron, Debbie Johnson, Heide Hanson, Amy Umpleby, Tom Fletcher, Gail 

Plakos.  Mary Johnson, and I participated. It turned out a little differently than our normal rides but with great 
success. Normally we all head out together at the same time in the same direction. But this ride 
unexpectedly was changed up a bit. Our goal was lunch at the Harmony Ridge Market where we can all tie 
our horses to the tie rings available in the trees. There are picnic benches, water for the horses, and with the 
added bonus of being able to purchase lunch at the market deli.  

We all know how the dynamics of various horses in a big group can alter horse behavior. Well, as it 
unintentionally turned out, we broke up into three groups.  Each individual group to meet at 12:30 at the 
Harmony Ridge Market for lunch. This separation worked out well for all the horses and riders involved. We 
had the comraderie of having lunch together without the drama of fresh horses being silly. (Helen C. 
McDermott rode from her Nevada City home and met us at the Market for lunch. She went on to trim trails.) 

This worked out so well I’m thinking this could be a new concept for some of our rides. We can ride out in 
compatible groups and meet at a rendezvous place at the predetermined time for lunch. For instance, a 
future ride could be out of the Overlook Staging Area, with each group splitting off and meeting at Skillman 
for lunch.   

I’m open to ideas and suggestions for locations, etc., for our club rides. So far, the next ride I’m planning is to 
ride from Skillman to the little town of Washington for lunch. More information to come later. Please contact 
me with any ideas or suggestions: Jamie Canon tra.jamiej@sbcglobal.net. 

APRIL LONE GRAVE RIDE

http://www.GoldCountryTrailsCouncil.org
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Since we were unable to schedule large group workdays last year, GCTC asked members to volunteer out on the 
trails in small groups to clear specific trails.   In so doing, GCTC members accomplished an amazing amount of 
trail work last year!  

Volunteers removed trees and cleared brush at Lone Grave, which was especially challenging because of all the 
trees down after the April snowstorm.   The Skillman campground and the trails around Skillman and Bear Valley 
were cleared.  Little Lasier Meadow campground and surrounding trails were cleared.

Here are the amazing volunteers who are receiving cool trail awards for all their hard work in 2020.   The awards 
were cumulative.   The more a member volunteered, the more awards they earned.  You can start today earning 
your way towards these great awards!

Dirt award:   5 hours of trail work:  Everyone should have received their buffs - a 
modern multi-use neck and head bandanna.

Linda Allen, Bill Allen, Mary Beyers, Alexis Brasier, Ann Bochenski, Jamie Canon, 
Cathy Chase, Andi Duncan, Ginny Dix, Karrie Dunham, Vern Dunham, Vicki Epperly, 
Jan Geller, Glen Otis, Heidi Hansen, Jeff Harter, Michelle Harter, Judy Hayamizu, Jim 
Holbrook, Debbie Johnson, Glenn Johnson, Nicki Julian-Vasques, Elicia Kamborg, 
Kolby King, Gale Lear, Miriam Lytle, Bev Milke-Hillar, Michael Peckham, Carroll 
Pegeron, Catherine Pegeron, Cindy Peterson, Tom Phillips, Jim Plakos, Joyce Radell, 
Mary Scott, Pamela Schwartz, Corrie Silva, Laura Simmons, Laurie Sweeny, Caren 

Wallington, Carl Warmack, Pamela Warmack, Adam Wilhite

Dirt and sweat award: 12 hours of trail work:  Custom Mugs for your favorite beverage are being distributed now.

Stephanie Hensey, Cherryl Holbrook, Greg King, Kendall King, Helen McDermott, Mary McMillan, Gail Plakos, 
Vicki Testa, Amy Umpley.

Dirt, sweat and fatigue award: 20 hours of trail work:  T-shirt or Water Bottle-wear and use it proudly.   Elicia 
Kamberg is currently customizing the awards.

Gail Anderson, Sue Brusin, Willie Busin, Laura Duncan, Chris Dyer, Stacey Estrada, Tom Fletcher, Jeff Foltz, 
Helen Harvey, Cathy Scott, Barry Vacarro. 

Dirt, Sweat, Fatigue and WOW award: 50 hours of trail work:  Camp Chair - time to relax, you earned it!

Mary Johnson and Suzanne Vacarro: trail work superstars!

A special thanks goes out to Mary Johnson for organizing the small groups and all the effort she put in working on 
the trails.   Elicia Kamberg was invaluable in knowing where to order buffs and custom mugs and offering to 
customize the water bottles and T-shirts.

Thank you to everyone!
~ Helen Harvey

2020 GCTC AMAZING TRAIL WORK VOLUNTEERS


START TODAY EARNING YOUR TRAIL AWARDS 
FOR 2021! 

http://www.GoldCountryTrailsCouncil.org
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The first GCTC Workday of 2021 on April 17th was a great success!  
 

Many volunteers worked on three different trail projects in the Lone Grave Trail area and then were 
treated to a fantastic lunch hosted by GCTC to say thank you. Everyone was happy to participate 
again in a group setting with like-minded GCTC member volunteers. 
 

Two trail re-routes were accomplished. One work crew staged at the Harmony Ridge Market where a 
recently created trail was rerouted away from the picnic tables. The tables were moved slightly to be 
away from the trail and the log rounds were moved to be a buffer between the trail and the tables.  A 
win-win for riders and eaters! 
 

The second crew worked on a re-route that created switch backs on a short section of the Dascombe 
trail that over time had turned into a rutted "U" shape that channeled water (when we had rain/snow) 
down the trail.   
 

The third hard working crew cut trees along the Meyer trail and pruned bushes encroaching on the 
trail. Many from all the crews helped cut and haul the brush of the oak tree that had broken off and 
fallen along the edge of the parking area.  
 

Everyone enjoyed the lunch created and cooked by yet another dedicated crew of GCTC's wonderful 
member volunteers. 
 

Thanks to our hardworking volunteers!                      ~  GCTC Trail Workday Coordinator, Mary Johnson 

APRIL LONE GRAVE WORKDAY SUCCESS!


Willie Brusin 
81 years young on April 17th!

http://www.GoldCountryTrailsCouncil.org
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Through the winter months it is pretty quiet out on the 
trails. But good weather has our GCTC Trail Patrol 
Volunteers out and about, reporting on the trails to let 
everyone know what is happening.  

Trail Patrol Volunteers are ambassadors on  the trails 
in the Tahoe National Forest (TNF). Trail Patrol 
riders  report the hours they spend monitoring the 
trails and  often provide a short report on any trail 
conditions that may need attention, such as downed 
trees or  interactions with other trail users. Trail Patrol 
Volunteers may provide as much information as they 
like,  or simply log hours spent patrolling.   As 
ambassadors, they interact with  other trail users 
(hikers, bicyclists, families, etc.) and can assist by 
providing directions  or general information about an 
area, if needed, or—most importantly—provide
a friendly, “Hello!”

The recorded hours spent patrolling the trails enhances GCTC’s credibility as a  volunteer 
partner with the Tahoe National Forest. This in turn helps GCTC to have a voice in planning 
for  trails, campground maintenance, and changes or improvements the club would like to 
happen to enhance experiences within the parks for everyone. 

When it comes to getting back to nature, having fun and promoting safe use of shared-use 
bi-directional trails for equestrians and other non-motorized users, horseback riders and 
hikers are ideal. By welcoming and educating trail users, GCTC Trail Patrol Volunteers help 
equestrians and other trail users maintain and protect trail opportunities. 

Gold Country Trails Council and Tahoe National Forest Yuba River District joined forces in 
2018 to establish a volunteer trail patrol program in the TNF, Yuba River District, and we 
have had Trail Patrol Volunteers in place since the spring of 2018. It has been a useful tool 
for identifying issues on the trail. If you use these trails on horseback, hiking, or mountain 
biking and enjoy chatting with fellow trail enthusiasts, this is a perfect volunteer opportunity 
for you.    If you are interested in joining the Trail Patrol, please contact coordinator Jamie 
Canon at tra.jamiej@sbcglobal.net for more information.

Here are a few recent reports.  NOTE: Current Trail Patrol volunteers, please don’t forget to 
report your hours. Those hours count with the Forest Service!

Ann Rubenstein
When:  April 4, 2021  
5 hours

GCTC TRAIL PATROL VOLUNTEERS 
 Report #2

http://www.GoldCountryTrailsCouncil.org
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Description: 
Patrolled 3 hours riding Lone Grave Loops. All clear, no one there except a few bikes.

Helen and Brent McDermott  
When:  April 13, 2021  
12 hours

Description: 
1. April 4th Helen and Brent McDermott worked on trail clearing on the Stanton, Omega, and 
Deer Creek Trails. We spent 4 hours, a total of 8 for the two of us. There is a large oak down 
on the Deer Creek Trail as one heads up to the single-track trail that leads to the Deer Creek 
Forebay. Horses can go around it by heading off trail. Sorry, I forgot to drop a pin! 
 
2. On April 10th, I spent 4 hours on trail work (including drive time) at Lone Grave, primarily 
on the Zig Zag Trail. I cannot make it to the workday coming up on the 17th, so I cleared the 
Zig Zag and it is good to go and does not need to be added to the work day on the April 
17th. 

Linda Lanzoni
When: April 15, 2021  
5 hours 

Description:                                                                                                     
Location: Lone Grave.  My usual route down the Edge trail, up along Madrone Springs Rd, 
through the Conservation Camp, down onto the Dascombe to Harmony, across SR 20 and 
back to the trailhead.  (Forgot it was Sunday... very noisy along SR 20.

http://www.GoldCountryTrailsCouncil.org

