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Greetings GCTC members!
It has been a busy couple of months. Workdays, trail
rides, fundraisers, meetings, campouts, and more work
days have kept all of us busy. Some more than others
and I sincerely salute you for your service. Without you
the members we could not get the job done. It takes all
of us to continue the work began by our founding
members to ensure that equestrians have trail access in
our beautiful Tahoe National Forest.
Thank you to the members who turned out for
Skillman workday. Your work directly contributed to
the success of the poker ride. Throughout the day,
riders commented on how they loved Skillman and the
beauty of the area.
Thankfully, our annual poker ride fundraiser is history
for another year. It proved to be a wonderful success
thanks to all of the members who stepped up to make it
happen. Jeff Foltz poker ride chairman did an
outstanding job and gathered some of the best member
volunteers to again prove we have the best poker ride
in the Sierras. Please remember to thank him and then
beg him to do it again for next year.

Tuesday, July 12, 2016
7:00 PM
Nevada County Horsemen Clubhouse
10600 Bubbling Wells
Grass Valley, CA

Come enjoy our annual Ice Cream Social
and join in Line Dance instruction from
GCTC club member, Stacy Guerrero. It
should be a fun time for everyone as Stacy
will be teaching us the basics of line
dancing.

Also, remember that the upcoming July meeting is the
ice cream social. We will work to keep the business
meeting short so that the fun part of the meeting (intro
to line dancing) can begin quickly. What’s better than a
little exercise followed by ice cream?
In closing, a reminder to be fire safe and always have
an emergency evacuation plan for you and your
animals especially during these hot dry months.
Looking forward to seeing all of you at the July 12
meeting!
Your President, Laura Duncan

Nevada City 4th of July GCTC Parade Riders
Suzanne Vacarro, Charles Green, Gail Plakos,
Linda Lanzoni, Sue Brusin, Heather Hill
And, the GREAT “Pooper Scooper” crew,
Barry Vacarrp and Mary Johnson.
Picture provided by Linda Lanzoni
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Harmony In Motion
!

Helen Harvey
Feldenkrais Practitioner
Centered Riding Instructor
(530) 265-4086
cell (408) 858-7852
www.heartworks.bz/harmony!

!

Leaders
Camp Cook & Coordinator: Debbie Molloy
Communications, Web Site and Social Media: Jaede
Miloslavich 530 277-7765 jaede@sbbmail.com
Forest Service Liaison: Willie Brusin
Historian: Sandy Dent
Hospitality: Gail Plakos and Maryann Jorgenson
Little Lasier Meadow: Mary Johnson
Lone Grave: Harry and Karen Wyeth
Membership: Mary Johnson 530-477-8501
mjshasta@aol.com
Newsletter Editor: Lynn Mangel 530-432-6979
quailhollowpv@me.com
Phone Tree: Irv Mazur
Poker Ride Fundraiser: Jeff Foltz, JGF4oaks@yahoo.com,
916-625-1524
Program Director: Melissa Ribley
Publicity: Teresa Dietrich
Sunshine: Charlotte Chapman,
charlottechapman2@aol.com, 530-268-1145
Skillman: Linda Lanzoni
Tool Storage and Maintenance: Willie Brusin
Trail Rides: Jamie Canon
United Trails Work Day: Irv Mazur
Gold Country Trails
Council Officers
President: Laura Duncan 268-1219
ldhorses@sbbmail.com
V.P.: Melissa Ribley 268-1378
mmribley@gmail.com
Secretary: Mary Lundin
charkrider16@hotmail.com
Treasurer: Terry Personeni 273-9144
teri@terobmorgans.com
Past President: Karen Schwartz
karen-schwartz@prodigy.net
Board Member: Merv Kril 273-6654
Board Member: Fran Cole 272-6363
moondancewalk@sbcglobal.net
Board Member: Charles Green 530-268-3905
cgreen4564@gmail.com

See us for all your Trailer, Auto Service & Auto Repair needs
* Trailer Wiring
* Trailer Brakes
* Brake Controllers
* Wheel Bearing pack
* Hitches
* Trailer Tires
Free Inspections
* Duty Truck
* Complete Automotive Repair Services
* Nationwide Warranty
Nevada City
531 Searls Ave.
(530) 265-4642
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Grass Valley
Colfax
1570 E. Main t. 1774 South Canyon Way
(530) 477-1414 (530) 346-8782

Penn Valley
17317 Penn Valley Dr.
(530) 432-9144
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Gold Country Trails Council 2016 Calendar
JULY
Royal Gorge Day Ride
Trail Boss: TBA
July 12
General Mtg./Ice Cream Social - 7 p.m.
NCHI clubhouse, Grass Valley
July 14-17
Loney Meadow Camp/Work/Ride
Leader: Teri Personeni
July 16
Loney Meadow Work Day
July 23
Western States Endurance Ride
(Tevis) (non GCTC event)
AUGUST
August 9
Board Meeting – 7 p.m.
NCHI clubhouse, Grass Valley
August 10-14 Nevada County Fair (non-GCTC event)
August 24
Work Day - Upper Pioneer Trail
Leader: TBA
SEPTEMBER
September 13
General Meeting – 7 p.m.
NCHI clubhouse, Grass Valley
September 17
Work Day: TBA
September 22-25 Draft Horse Classic (non GCTC event)
Barn Tour - Leader: Allyn Carman
OCTOBER
October 8
United Trails Day/Workday
Leader: Irv Mazur
October 11
Board Meeting - 7 p.m.
NCHI clubhouse, Grass Valley
October 22
Lone Grave Ride/BBQ
Leader: TBA
October 29
Lone Grave Ride/BBQ (rain date)
Leader: TBA
NOVEMBER
November 15 General Mtg.Thanksgiving Feast – 5:30 p.m.
NCHI clubhouse, Grass Valley
DECEMBER
December 13 Board Meeting - 7 p.m.
NCHI clubhouse, Grass Valley
July 9

Equine Land Conservation Resource.
I have belonged to this organization for a number of
years and appreciate their efforts to protecting land
and trails for horses. I have attached a link to their
Strategic Plan. Perhaps their contact could be put in
the next newsletter so other members could support
them, or even GCTC could join.
https://elcr.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/
ELCR-Strategic-Plan-2016-2018.pdf
Submitted by Laura Berman

http//justabitosomethin.etsy.com
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A STORY OF A GCTC ANGEL
I'm writing this not just to thank her personally, but
also to acknowledge & remind our membership of
how lucky we are to have such caring people in our
community.
After 2 exhausting days, I was trailering my horse
home. I missed the turn off to my road. I knew there
were numerous ranches down the road & figured I'd
just drive up one of their roads to turn around. I
figured WRONG! I wound up all the way up a very
narrow road with nowhere to turn around.
If you're like me, you have plenty of days when
maneuvering your trailer is a breeze & other days
when you couldn't back your trailer into a 747's
airplane hanger! I was experiencing the later.

Skillman Workday 2016
Fifteen hard working Gold Country Trails Council
members attended the Skillman Horse camp
Workday on May 18. The weather was perfect and
highlighted the beauty of the campground. Club
members spread gravel in ditches and potholes in
the road leading into Skillman. A big thanks goes
out to Brent and Helen McDermott for delivering the
gravel in their dump truck. The dump truck made
the job of spreading the gravel so much easier. Other
club members worked on picking up the manure that
had accumulated outside the corrals. The corrals are
much cleaner now and are ready for use. The
campsites were cleaned of debris and raked. Cory
Richardson, a Tahoe National Forest Service
Representative was also in attendance - he was
a great help and super to work with. Corey and
Willie Brusin worked on the water system so the
campground will have both horse water and potable
human water.
Debbie Molloy provided a delicious lunch as usual,
and club members had time to visit together over a
tasty meal after finishing up the work at the
campground.
Club members in attendance:
Sharon Silver, Cathy Scott, Sue Brusin, Willie Brusin,
Mary Johnson, Melissa Ribley, Vicki Testa, Cathy
Chase, Laura Duncan, Jeff Foltz, Karen Schwartz,
Barbara Hobbs, Brent McDermott, Helen McDermott,
Debbie Molloy
Submitted by Melissa Ribley
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After many unsuccessful attempts to back my way
back down the road, I stopped, tried to collect myself,
took some deep breaths, when seemingly out of
nowhere appears an equestrian angel who goes by
the name of Mary Johnson.
She stepped up to my window and commented that
she had seen me "having fun." Yeah. I was having lots
of "fun!"
We unloaded my horse & Mary gave me the option of
standing with my horse, or backing my trailer while
she held my horse. Without hesitation, I chose option
A: Hold my horse while she backed it out. Mary
modestly proclaimed that she wasn't very good at it
& that it might take her a few tries, but she'd give it a
try.
She did a great job & saved the day for me. I was so
grateful! After a huge sigh of relief & giving her a
hug, I offered to take her to Bierwagon's for pie &
coffee or tea. She just wouldn't have it. She kindly
declined my offer, smiled and said:"It's just what we
do."
Well, Mary, you're right. It is just what we do when
you truly live the Cowgirl Code.
Thank you, Mary Johnson! You're an Angel!
Submitted by Judy Askins
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GCTC ANNUAL POKER RIDE 2016
The 25th annual poker ride fundraiser in June at
Skillman was a big success. The weather was perfect the
trails were in great shape and most importantly everyone
had a great time. Thanks to all the GCTC members who
helped support this years fundraiser. Special thanks to
those who marked the trail, Sue and her crew, Willie and
his crew who parked the trailers, our fabulous cooks
Debbie, Mary, Gail and all the sous chefs and set up crew,
Lori and her registration crew, the talented card readers,
dedicated card station members, Joan for stuffing cards
in envelopes, camp reservations, publicity, Jaede for pay
pal, Internet and social media support, drag riders, prize
organizers, the talented musicians, Cal our photographer
and a very special thank you to the clean up crew. An
additional thank you to all those members who brought
a food dish and poker prize, and a special thanks to the
ham operators. Without all the Volunteer help the poker
ride could not have been the success it was. We had over
100 paid entries, fabulous prizes including a silent
auction, great food and entertainment. We added 6 new
members to GCTC.

CABLE TRAIL WORKDAY AND RESTRICTIONS
GCTC had a great trail building day joining with
BONC to construct the infamous relocated Cable trail.
Use of the trail machine cut down on the amount of
backbreaking labor convincing all that the rental
expense was well worth it. (SEE PHOTO)
USFS asks that everyone stays off the newly
constructed Cable trail until completed and opened
for public use. Please respect trail closure signs and
flagging on the trails.

For the first time we used Pay Pal for poker ride
registration and received cash donations to help support
the poker ride fundraiser and cash poker hands. This
was the first year we had cash prizes for the top 5 poker
hands and it was well received by those who won. The
poker ride grossed $4,675 and netted $3,948 for future
GCTC projects. Again a "Big" thanks to everyone who
helped support this year’s annual poker ride fundraiser.
Looking forward to putting the money to good use on
the various GCTC trail projects.
Submitted by Jeff Foltz, Poker Ride Manager

Submitted by Laura Duncan

Welcome to GCTC New Members:
Jeri Amendola, Bart Baer, Alicia Berardi, Sandy Blakeman, Tara Coyote, Laurie Dills, Debbie Donaldson, John DuPerry,
Gregory & Lisa Faber, Jean Gregory, Russ Grossman, Deborah Guelinas, Michele Jay-Russell, Judy Jorda, Annie Pieper,
Treva Sue Strain, Marija Vulfs, Jo Wunderly, Kelly York, Virginia Lewis and Julie Marinkovich
Page
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Loney Meadows Camp/Workday/Ride - July 14-17

Having just returned from a productive workday at Lasier Meadow I am refreshed and excited about our
upcoming workday at Loney Meadow. The actual workday is Saturday, July 16. I hope to go up Thursday or
Friday and mark out our spot. As most are aware this is a dry camp. Be sure to bring plenty of water for
yourself and your horse. There are two nearby creeks, but unless you are camped near one it's a long hike to
carry water back to the circle meadow where many of us camp.
I will be contacting the Port-A-Potty people for a unit. Last year they would not deliver it. We were so fortunate
and grateful to the Wyeth's for towing it up there. We may need someone to tow it up again this year, so please
keep that in mind if you want to join us, and don't plan on taking a horse.
It's the same ole, same ole as far as what you bring:
loppers, [don't worry if you don't have one, GCTC does], gloves, jacket, hat, water, sunscreen, mosquito
repellant, super effective fly spray for your horse [the mountain flies are like B-52 bombers!], sturdy shoes for
trail work, your own meals except for Saturday night which is club pot luck.
Of course, don't forget feed, fly mask and medium to heavy blanket for your horse.
Since this is not a recognized campground we will not have a fire. :-(
Willie and Sue Brusin will take a ride up a week or two before to determine what work needs to be done. At this
point we are hoping the USFS will approve our plan for the reroute of the trail to Bull Pen Lake. Other than that
it will be trimming as usual. Hopefully there are no trees down over any of our trails.
Directions to Loney Meadow:
Hwy 20 East from Nevada City about 30 miles. Turn LEFT onto Bowman Lake Road. Follow that road to mile
marker 10. There is a sign indicating Loney Meadow Trailhead. Turn RIGHT on the dirt road. Take the LEFT
fork, go to the right around the back of Black’s Cabin, go about 50 yards and turn left and continue up the hill.
When you enter the timber watch for the road to the LEFT that leads to the area where we will be camping.
I hope to have the club banner at the entrance to our camping spot.
Contact me for any further information: Teri Personeni, teri@terobmorgans.com, 530.273.9144, 530.277.8374 [cell]
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Little Lasier Meadow Camp/Workday/Ride

Pictures Submitted by Suzanne Vaccaro

LEAVE ONLY HOOF PRINTS
Page
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GOLD COUNTRY TRAILS COUNCIL
Tuesday, June 14, 2016 7 PM
Nevada County Horsemen’s Clubhouse
10600 Bubbling Wells Road
Grass Valley, CA

Officers in Attendance:
President
Laura Duncan
Vice President
Secretary
Mary Lundin
Treasurer
Teri Personeni
Past President
Members: Willie & Sue Brusin, Mary Johnson, Jeff Foltz

Board Members:
Fran Cole
Charles Green
Merv Kril

1. Meeting was called to Order at 7:00 by President Laura Duncan.
2. Approval of the Minutes of the previous meeting.
Fran Cole moved and Merv Kril seconded. Motion passed.
3. Approval of the Treasurer’s Report
Teri Personeni reported the bank balance at $28,755.49 as of 6/13/16. A short discussion
regarding cost of lunches at workdays concluded that costs are in line with the number of
volunteers attending.
4. Forest Service Report
See attached report.
A. Tractor work on the Cable Trail has been stopped due to the nesting of a spotted owl. The
tractor was returned to Hansen Bros. but will be used again when work resumes. The trail is
not open for use at this time.
B. Paul Hart and Willie will flag the 2nd part of the Dascombe Trail to correct a drainage issue.
The August 24th workday will be for this project.
C. Jet Lowe is updating the trail information for the Burlington area. It was unclear if Vickie
Testa and Jet Lowe were working together on this.
D. Paul Hart will reflag the Bull Pen Lake trail at Loney Meadows. We will be able to drive to
the work area. Kenny Baker owns a cabin at Culbertson Lake and is agreeable with the trail
rework. Culbertson Lake has been drained again this year due to a leak in the dam.
E. The Forest Service has permits for a one way, non-motorized 17 mile trail from Forest City to
Downieville. It is being called the Mexican Mine Trail.
F. The USFS is working on a Forest Plan for all National Forests to follow. This is being done in
the manner that the Travel Management Plan was handled where the TNF is the pilot for all
other areas. They are using the Inyo, Sequoia, and Sierra National Forests as pilots for the
Plan. Willie would like to ask the membership if anyone is willing to attend the meetings
regarding this issue.
Merv Kril inquired about the status of the Bowman Mountain Trail work. Willie informed him that
Joe Chavez was to reflag the route with longer switchbacks. This work may possibly be done in
September with BONC.

5.

Page

Fran Cole attended the meeting for the Blue Tent Trail project. She said this will be a long haul
to see this plan to fruition. Fran also will be at the June 20th meeting planned for the Pines to
Mines project. She will report back to GCTC with that information
See attached report.
Old Business
A. Poker Ride update-Jeff Foltz
The net profit for the Annual Poker Ride Fundraiser was $3,947.71. This was the first
year that Pay Pal was offered with registration and seemed to work well. Six new
memberships were obtained as a result of the ride. Fran Cole suggested that historical
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data be compiled for Poker Ride. Corey Richardson of the FS stated that there was manure left
behind, as well as trash that the bears got into. GCTC may need to include the expense of
hiring someone to remove all trash and manure after the ride. A discussion followed as to ways
to better manage the rental of campsites. Should the cost of trash removal increase the cost of
registration? Jeff said the music provided seemed to be well received. He will update the
membership at the July meeting.
B. Celebration of Trails review-Merv Kril
The event organizers noted that this year’s event was poorly attended. $4.35 was
received in donations and 2 new memberships. Merv did feel that this is worth the club’s time
to participate in.
C. Three year strategic plan
Jeff Foltz presented information regarding Mission Statements, Vision Statements, and
Strategic Plans. He noted that in addition to Board Members, there needs to be participation of
the general membership. Willie Brusin suggested that registration forms be reviewed for
members who indicated interest in this sort of thing. He also suggested that President Laura
Duncan contact each of these members with a personal letter. Fran Cole will help with the
initial setup of the structure. Jeff will review this at the July general meeting. Sue Brusin
reminded the Board that we have a commitment to the FS to maintain portions of certain trails
and this needs to be considered if any changes are made to the Mission Statement.
D. Skillman update
Willie Brusin spoke with Corey Richardson regarding replumbing the potable water system with
2 spigots. Willie would like the club to consider volunteering to pay for the PVC pipe in order to
expedite the work. He will get an estimate and report back.
E. Donation Form Language
Fran Cole and Teri Personeni reviewed and updated the “tax deductible” language on club
forms.
6. New Business
A. Hire forestry crew to work on Cable Trail
The hired crews used for trail work are already out working as fire crews and will probably not
be available until October. The Cable Trail is not to be used until it is officially completed.
B. GCTC T-shirt purchase
Mary Johnson has researched the ordering of more t-shirts with the club logo. If 100 shirts are
ordered, the $20 processing fee will be waived. The cost would be approximately $800, which
is in line with the order placed three years ago. Ladies style shirts with V-neck and shorter
sleeves have been requested by many members and are available, but in limited colors. Fran
Cole offered to check into other sources that may have colors in keeping with the current tshirts.
C. Purchase recorder for minutes
Secretary Mary Lundin said she does not always get all information at the general meetings due
to the noise level when more than one person talks at the same time. The use of a recorder
was discussed and decided that it would probably record the same noise level, therefore
defeating the purpose. Fran Cole informed the board that minutes are not required to be
verbatim. Willie suggested that all board members respond to the draft minutes with either
“changes required” or “okay as is.” This would make the minutes accurate per the Board and
would be submitted as such.
D. Frank Smith ride fundraiser
The Land Trust had an Equi-Trek ride on the Frank Smith Ranch near Lime Kiln Road, which
was enjoyed by some GCTC members. Laura will contact Frank and follow up about a
potential GCTC fundraiser. The proposed date is Spring 2017 and would be open to GCTC
members.
E. Pay Pal
Both Jeff and Teri are happy with the use of Pay Pal. There is a monthly fee for use. The idea
of incorporating the cost into the Poker Ride registration fee was considered, along with the
idea that the fee is a cost of doing business. This will be discussed further to determine if this
cost should be carried by GCTC or the party making the charges.

Page

10

Trail Times

July/August 2016

F. Member Dues
Maintaining dues at the current amount or raising them was discussed. Dues have been
raised in recent years. Willie suggested that unless the bank balance drops considerably, he
is against raising any fees. Laura will contact Frank and followup on this potential fundraiser.
Proposed date spring 2017 open to GCTC members. A minimum bank balance is an issue for
the Strategic Planning Committee to address.
G. Youth Trail Build Program
Laura would like to see the club do outreach to young people to keep the trail work ongoing in
the future. Ideas for activities of interest were suggested. Merv Kril suggested that we might
want to focus on the 20 to 40 year old group as more likely to participate in the club. This is
another area that the Strategic Plan Committee will look into.
H. Donations/Advertising
Businesses that donated cash for the Poker Ride will have their business card printed free of
charge in the next newsletter as a way of thanking them.
I. Membership Ideas/Merv Kril
Merv suggested that new members be offered a mentor from the current membership.
Another idea is to call lapsed members and ask why they didn’t renew. Riders of disciplines
other than trail might be interested in the club. Also we do need to remember that we are a
“trails” club, which includes people who might not have horses. Fran suggested presenting a
promotional video on Comcast via the local station. Laura asked Mary Johnson if she would
present another camping demonstration.
J. Charles Green told us that Linda Lanzoni and Suzanne Vacarro are interested in riding in
the 4th of July parade this year as representatives of GCTC. The reviewing stand would talk a
little about GCTC. Teri will check to see if our liability insurance covers this activity.
K. Mary Johnson reported on the condition of Little Lasier Meadow in preparation for the
camp/work/ride at the end of this month. The campground and connector trail were in
excellent condition with very few repairs needed. She also spoke with Mary Westmoreland of
the TNF who is supportive of the horse camp. NID will most likely not use the campground for
overflow as was done in the past with CLM. Little Lasier Meadow camp will be run by the
forest service, while the other camps around Jackson Meadow Res. will be run by NID.
L. Teri Personeni asked that any members using the Walkers Office Supply account list their
name and the project the supplies are for.
7. Meeting was adjourned at 9:06 PM
Submitted by Mary Lundin, Secretary.
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